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nce LlPoll ir tinc, the

genteel whitc octilgoll

wlr the sole prossible

inc:unatiorr of guebos. Not so

toclay Norv g,rzebos, or "qarden

structufes, :rrc bigger, rectilinrar and
lirll of conten-rporan' convenlences.

"Octagons and circles ale cltte
fbr malbe nvo or thrce people to
sit  under," explarins A.J. Benvs Jr.,
presider.rt of A.J. s Landscaping and
Design Inc. in Houston. "But rve're

trving to create largcr spaces.
Strch spaces must ,rccommodate

rrrore pe.plc . rnd ntote ; lnreni t ics.
A gazcbo or arbor, savs Jim Jech,
clcsign clirector at McDr-rgald-Steele,
should conrfbrt:rblr. welcome :rt
least six ro cisht people along rvith
a sm:rll outcloor kitcl-ren and pler-rn'
of seating. Nr,rmericallv speakine.
that trirnsl:rtes to approximately
1 4 -6,v -22 scluare leet.

From there, honeorvuers can
get as cl:rborate as they w:urt.
Sornc m:ry set Llp an outdool
l ivirrg loonr rvi th .r sola, chrir '
and a ch:rise longue. Others rray
include a cooktop, under-counter
refrigerator, b:rrstools and a dining

table with cheils. A ceilins lan and
lights, rlelnrvhile, are essential.
(Jech likes LEL)s, rvl.rile Benl's
appreciates the romance created
bv a gas-lit chandelier.) Other
potential fbatr"rres include mtsters

to stay cool and, just or-rtside the
perimeter of the structurei systems

that enit chrysanthemun-r oil to
shoo awav mosquitoes fbr you.

But where shor-rld vou set up

yollr outdoor oasis? Placing it away
from the house, preferablv around
!rcti\.e areas like pools and water
Features, helps to create a sense of

destinatior-r. "lt's kind of a nucleus

in the garden," Jech r-rotes.

Just as important as lvhere, is
how you construct l,our garden

dwelling. Though roolts are feasible,
both Benvs anci Jech prefer open-
air structures thar crcate shade
while rem:rinirrg firrnlv rootecl in

the outdoors. Tiaditional rooFs also
require nore structural work and
increasc the cost substantiallv.

"If 1'ou l,rver beat-ns and allow
vines ro glo\ \ '  on thenr.  i t  g ives

vou a real l l 'sof i  look," Benys says
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vines r l fe both good choiccs, Jcch
aclcls, fbr the Houston cl inr ir te .

The re:rl kev to design
\u(L(\ \  is  to t t t i r rot  vot t r  hont.  t

architecture in vour gazebo.
" ' Ihc qarden structurc is an
extensior.r of the architectr-rrc,"

Jcch sar. 's. "] f  i t  rvcrc a l inrestone
housc, I woulcL-r't clo a Nerv York
bluestone ,rrbor."

\Wiiod, stonc and brick are al l
rcl iable options, althor-rgh rvood
c:rn becorne a "t'n:rintenattcc

challcngc," Jcch rv:rrns, siucc
lrrrrr i , l i tv  arrJ I i ' l i , - rg.  rcquirc i r  t r r

be rep:rir-rted or refir-rished as ofren
as everv nvo veafs.

Bcnvs prefers ceclar or cvpress
wher.r tinber is called tbr, but he
likes to rvork r'virl-r unorthodox
m:rtcri:rls as rvell, like rvlor-rght
iron or er.en c,rnvas, rvhich
he strspends or.-er cables for a
c,rbana-l ikc r i f i  on rradit ional
g:rzebos. But the best inclustry
"secret, Jecl-r slrvs, is architectr-Lr:rl
alumir.rum, rvhich car-r be
obtained in sizes and f inishes to
lur imir  \ \  oud bcarn. .  Alur i l i r r t r r r r ,

Jech explains, doesn't  rust and i t

can look l ike a "ref ined q,oocl"

n' i th the r ight treatmenr.
To create a sense of :urival,

tl-re gazebo should be set ,rbove
grade rvith plantings on rwo to
three sicles. Pottery, vines and
omar-nental trees, Ber-rys adds,
helP 5e1is1r rhe r larrsir ion i l ' t - ,nr
landscape to structure. All this
nrl l iet lol  a si lerr c:t l l  lern c,t t t  r . ' r ist.

"People get artracrcd."  Benl  '
explirir-rs, "ar-rd they'll \\'ant to
walk out of your l iv ins roon-l
and experience that outdoor
l ivir-rg space." .r


